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WCSS ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE
WCSS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The following WCSS Board of Directors members were identified from June 9th, 2017 to on or about
the same date, 2018:
Lois Garrett, Husky Energy (Chair)
Mark Pickering, Pembina Pipeline Corp.
Lorne Schmidt, Tidewater Corporation
Michael Rakus, Cequence Energy
Jamie Kereliuk, Kinder Morgan
Greg Carter, Enbridge Inc.
Al McFadyen, WCSS President & COO

CAPP
CAPP
Oil Spill Cooperatives
EPAC
Pipelines
Pipelines
WCSS

Note: Long standing volunteer Mr.
Larry Bell retired from the WCSS
Board on June 9th and will be
remembered for his dedication,
commitment to WCSS members,
support to the WCSS management
team and significant contribution to
the success of industry’s spill
preparedness program over the
years.

“This is what retirement looks like!” – Larry Bell
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WCSS EXECUTIVE SUB-COMMITTEE (ESC)
The ESC welcomed new committee member Adam Szoke, (Canadian Natural Resources Ltd.) to its
Q2 meeting and strategic planning session on June 8th, 2017.

WCSS OIL SPILL COOPERATIVE VOLUNTEERS
WCSS’ success can largely be attributed to the many volunteers over the years that have contributed
their time and energy to ensure that their companies and the upstream petroleum industry maintain a
high level of oil spill preparedness; current volunteer companies include:
Access Pipeline Inc.
Apache Canada Ltd.
ARC Resources Ltd.
Bonavista Energy Corp.
Canadian Natural Resources Ltd.
Cardinal Energy Ltd.
Cenovus Energy Inc.
Centrica Canada Ltd.
Cequence Energy Ltd.
ConocoPhillips Canada Ltd.
Crescent Point Energy Corp.
Dejour Energy (Alberta) Ltd.
Ember Resources Inc.
Enbridge Pipelines Inc.
Encana Corp.
Enermark Inc.
Enerplus Corp.
Gibson Energy ULC
Husky Oil Operations Ltd.
Imaginea Energy Corp.
Imperial Oil Resources Ltd.
Inter Pipeline Ltd.
Japan Canada Oil Sands Ltd.

Kinder Morgan Canada Inc.
NAL Resources Ltd.
Newalta Corp.
Obsidian Energy Ltd.
Ouro Preto Resources Inc.
Pembina Pipeline Corp.
Pengrowth Energy Corp.
Perpetual Energy Inc.
Pine Cliff Energy Ltd.
Plains Midstream Canada ULC
Predator Oil Ltd.
Progress Energy Canada Ltd.
Repsol Oil & Gas Canada Inc.
Ridgeback Resources Inc.
SanLing Energy Ltd.
SemCAMS ULC
Suncor Energy Inc.
Tamarack Valley Energy Ltd.
TAQA North Ltd.
Tervita Corp.
Tidewater Midstream Ltd.
Vermilion Energy Inc.
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WCSS TURNS 45 IN 2017

We thought it would be fun to share some of our historical photos of
equipment to celebrate our 45th anniversary; the images represent the
industry’s commitment to oil spill preparedness and efforts to continuously
improve.

Oil Spill Containment & Recovery Units (OSCARs)

Next Generation OSCAR

1970s Oil Spill Containment and Recovery (OSCAR)

Today – Calgary Regional Response Unit

Today – Sea-can Regional Response Unit
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Coop Initial Spill Response Units (ISRU)

Early Coop Initial Spill Response Units (ISRU)

Today - Coop ISRUs

With over 32 equipment locations, Coop Steering Committees have helped to shape the evolution of
the ISRU design.
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Oil Spill Response Vessels

Early Years –
Response Work Boat

River Jet Boats RB18s

Testing Barge Early Years Big River Response

Muskrat – Still In Use Today

Today’s Boats
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Skimmers

Early Weir Skimmers

Early Disc Skimmer

Early 4’ Pedco

Drum Skimmers

Next Generation Pedco
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Relatively Recent

Boom vane

Watergate Dam

Advancing Bow Skimmer

Wildlife Response Unit
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Inflatable Lake Boom
Grommet Boom and Fabric Skirt

Redesigned Turner Valley Gates

Heavy Oil Skimmer

Training Trailer
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REFLECTIONS FROM DAN CLAYPOOL, OUR FIRST PROVINCIAL COOP CHAIRMAN IN 1972
In the early 1970s the Alberta Oil & Gas Conservation Board, soon
renamed Alberta Energy Resources Conservation Board (ERCB)
created an environmental department with Mr. Ed Brushett named
as the department’s representative to liaise with the oil and gas
industry.
The regulator, like the general public, was sensitized to the
contemporary environmental movement that was unfolding in North
America that was triggered by the overuse of pesticides outlined in
Rachel Carson’s book, “Silent Spring” published in 1962 and
significant oil spills in the late 1960s and early 1970s, in both U.S.
and Canadian off-shore waters. In addition, at around the same time
one of the biggest pipeline leaks in Alberta’s history took place in a
wetland near Lesser Slave Lake.
In 1972 the upstream petroleum industry trade association
(Canadian Petroleum Association) with support from the ERCB formed an advisory committee (Prairie
Regional Oil Spill Containment and Recovery Advisory Committee) and 14 oil spill cooperatives to
provide an industry response to new regulatory agency expectations.
Industry asked the oil and gas operating companies in each Coop to comply with the new regulations,
become a Coop member and subsequently appoint a Chairman. These changes were not greeted with
great enthusiasm, to say the least!
The regulations required each Coop develop a
spill emergency response manual, create an
inventory of equipment including hay bales,
sorbents, containment boom and associated
hardware and carry out at least one oil spill
exercise on water each year.

Coop Exercise – early years
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As time went on Mr. Brushett could see very little progress or actions from the 14 oil spill Cooperatives
and threatened that unless the industry demonstrated leadership and performance the government
would run the Coops and hold the industry responsible for all costs.
Industry’s response to Mr. Brushett’s concern was to form the Cooperative Chairman’s Steering
Committee to assist and train each of the Coop Chairmen and show them how to run a successful oil
spill exercise. Dan Claypool was working for Texaco at the time, was the Chairman of the Area K
Cooperative and was appointed as Chairman of the newly formed steering committee. Dan was
responsible to cajole the companies in each of the oil spill cooperatives to become active and comply
with environmental regulations to avoid government action.
The oil and gas companies bought-in and purchased equipment that was stored in OSCARs (response
trailers), conducted annual exercises and attended training courses through the Petroleum Industry
Training Service.
In 1973 three successful oil spill exercises on water were carried out; 1 in Drayton Valley on the North
Saskatchewan River, 1 at Bonnie Glen on Wizard Lake and 1 at Devon again on the North
Saskatchewan.
In the winter of 1973-74 an exercise was held on an ice sheet with a thickness of approx. 1 m on the
North Saskatchewan in Devon where slots were constructed 1m x 3m at a 45° angle to the current.
Plywood was placed in the slots in a vertical position, slightly protruding below the ice in an attempt to
divert the colored fluid that was injected
upstream into a recovery area at the
downstream end of the slots.
The regulator was satisfied that the
industry was taking the bull by the horns
and clearly took on the challenge linked to
oil spill preparedness and continuous
improvement. From this point in history the
upstream petroleum industry’s goal was
not to meet the new regulatory minimum
standards and expectations but rather to
exceed them. ♦

1970s Ice Exercise – North Saskatchewan River
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Field Testing Workshop July 2017
In July of this year Operations Manager Michael Locke
and Operations Coordinator Doug Gibson travelled to
Corunna Ontario to meet and work with the staff at East
Coast Response Corporation (ECRC). The purpose of
the trip was to take part in a demonstration of some new
equipment as well as compare spill response strategies
with ECRC and evaluate whether some synergies were
available between the two organizations.
ECRC is certified by Transport Canada-Marine Safety
as a Response Organization under the Canada
Shipping Act. Their main focus is on providing spill
response capability to ships and oil-handling facilities.

Collection of Seatrucks at ECRC facility

ECRC is funded by industry, and funding is
based on tonnage capability of vessels
entering or leaving Canadian waters. As
part of their commitment to Transport
Canada and the general public, they have
an extensive training program and are
continually looking at new technologies and
equipment.
They demonstrated deployment of 20” river
boom using one of their 36’ Seatrucks on
the St. Claire River. This river flows from
Lake Huron and is a main shipping channel
to the St. Lawrence Seaway.
At the
demonstration site the flow was about
2km/hour and the average river depth was
about 15 meters.
Seatruck deploying boom on St. Claire River

11

OIL SPILL COOPERATIVE
MEMBER NEWSLETTER

SUMMER 2017
Due to the low flow on the river and the power
and size of the seatruck watercraft, the crew
was able to tie off to the dock, create a ‘V’ in
the downstream side and deploy boom off the
front of the boat while backing upstream. This
is a very efficient and quick way to deploy but
requires low flow and large vessels.

Seatruck deploying boom on St. Claire River

Two relatively new technologies were
demonstrated at the session. The first is
a Circus Skimmer/Elastec Grooved Drum
skimmer combination.

Circus Skimmer/Elastec Grooved Drum Skimmer Combination
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This skimmer is an inline oil skimmer
complete with an Elastec Grooved drum
skimmer that is hooked up to
conventional river boom. It has a circular
chamber that accumulates oil and has a
weir at the bottom allowing clean water to
flow out and continue downstream. The
oil floating on top is then recovered using
a conventional Elastec grooved drum. It
is ideal for fast river conditions and has
proven successful at recovering 90% oil
at 4km/hour.
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The second new technology is an advancing skimmer designed to connect directly on the front end of
a watercraft. The skimmer is operated hydraulically from the watercraft and the river boom can be
fastened to either corner to create a wide sweep. It has a single grooved disk with comb- type scrapers
where product is skimmed off of the disk and directed into a holding tank. A hydraulic screw pump is
attached to the bottom of the holding tank where product can be pumped to larger storage containers.
This skimmer is still in the testing stage but shows
promise due to its light weight and maneuverability.
They were not able to test this piece of equipment
in the water as it had just been returned from
testing at OHMSETT and still has some residual
hydrocarbons.

Advancing Bow Skimmer
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ECRC has been designing and testing a chain saw
that is positioned inside an aluminum case and is
designed to cut through ice during a winter
response. The objective of the case is to allow
cutting of ice without spraying cold water and
impacting other pieces of equipment and
responders. The case also has plastic windows for
observation and some of the panels are removable
for maintenance and repairs.

Enclosed Chainsaw for ice cutting

ECRC demonstrated that they are very capable of operating vessels and deploying equipment in
surface water. They have a significant amount of equipment in the great lakes region and are well
positioned to support industry in the event of a spill in surface water.
WCSS saw a lot of value in this exchange of technology and knowledge and look forward to having
ECRC participate in a WCSS lake exercise in Wabamun Alberta on August 30 th 2017. ♦
-Michael Locke
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How many WCSS certified boat operators do you know?
In the past few years, WCSS has seen a steady increase in the number of individuals taking the MED
A3 & Boat Handling training, as well as those recertifying to ensure that they will be able to operate
WCSS boats if required. Operators are expected to recertify in a 1-day program every 3 years, and to
take as many opportunities as possible to hone their skills in jet boats in between. As some of our
instructors put it: “it’s one thing to be able to run a jet boat really fast in perfect conditions. It’s quite
another to operate a jet boat safely while deploying response equipment in almost all conditions.”
WCSS’ boat involvement in spills last year was a good snapshot of just one aspect of industry
preparedness. Our mandate is to support all aspects for our members, and where certifying safe boat
operators is concerned, our members have been giving us an A+ for several years. We recognize that
our jurisdictional boundary has quite a large footprint, and that sometimes central Alberta is not always
the most convenient place for our members to attend a course. For that reason, we offered the full
MED A3 and Boat Handling course in Fort St John, BC this year. Since the Recertification program is
one day, we have been able to take that course on the road a few times, as well as Air Boat training,
for operators who have demonstrated an above-average skill set.
Now we’d like to ask you: how many WCSS certified boat operators have you listed in section 2.2 of
your Oil Spill Contingency Manual?
If you’d like more information about how to ensure a high standard of oil spill preparedness in your
organization through Boat Handling training, please contact Shannon Jarrell at (403) 516-8019 /
shannon.jarrell@wcss.ab.ca. ♦

2017 Training Statistics up until the end of August:
14 open registration courses
12 Coop Exercises
9 contract training courses

Upcoming Training:
9 Coop exercises remain
There is still time to register for SR100 & SR500

15

OIL SPILL COOPERATIVE
MEMBER NEWSLETTER

SUMMER 2017
REMAINING 2017 SCHEDULED TRAINING:

COOP Exercise 2017 Schedule
Zone 1
P
Q
S
Zone 2
O
U
Zone 3
G
I/J
Zone 4
D
W
Zone 6
C (FSJ)
E (north)

Type of Exercise
OSCAR in a Small Water Body
OSCAR in a Small Water Body
OSCAR in a Large River
Type of Exercise
OSCAR in a Small Water Body
Awareness Training
Type of Exercise

Date
September 13
September 20
September 6
Date
September 27
September 5
Date

OSCAR in a Lake (same exercise each day)

August 29 & 30

Type of Exercise
OSCAR in a Large River
OSCAR in a Lake
Type of Exercise
Awareness Training
OSCAR in a Small Water Body

Date
September 27
September 12
Date
October 11
September 20

WCSS Open Registration Courses 2017
Course Name
Spill Responder 100
Spill Responder 500

Date(s)
October 3
October 4 – 5
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